Venetoclax for the Treatment of Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia.
This review summarizes the role of BCL-2 in the pathogenesis of CLL, and the clinical data evaluating safety and efficacy of venetoclax, in treatment of patients with CLL, in the context of other available targeted agents. Venetoclax, alone or in combination with other targeted agents results in high rate of durable responses and undetectable measurable residual disease. Venetoclax maintains activity across all clinical and biologic subgroups, including those with high risk disease, including CLL with chromosome 17p deletion. TLS risk can be mitigated with risk stratification and five-week administration ramp-up schedule. Venetoclax, a novel, orally bioavailable inhibitor of BCL-2 has demonstrated substantial clinical activity in the treatment of CLL. In combination with other targeted agents it can induce high disease response rates and potentially lead to MRD-negative durable remissions.